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INFRASTRUCTURE WESTERN AUSTRALIA BILL 2019 
Council’s Amendments — Consideration in Detail 

The following amendments made by the Council now considered — 

No. 1 

Clause 10, page 9, line 19 — To delete “may” and substitute — 

must 

No. 2 

Clause 10, page 9, after line 20 — To insert — 

(6) Infrastructure WA may remove from an annual work programme any information that it 
considers to be confidential or otherwise not suitable to be made publicly available, prior to 
making the programme publicly available. 

No. 3 

Clause 21, page 16, line 26 — To delete “may” and substitute — 

must 

No. 4 

New Clause 43A, page 27, after line 12 — To insert — 

43A. Financial interest in a matter 
For the purposes of this Subdivision, a member of the Board or of a committee has a direct 
or indirect financial interest in a matter if it is reasonable to expect that the matter may, if 
dealt with by the Board or committee in a particular way, result in a financial gain, loss, 
benefit or detriment for the member or a person closely associated with the member. 

No. 5 

Clause 44, page 28, after line 6 — To insert — 

(6) Infrastructure WA must keep a record of each disclosure or determination under this section that 
relates to a direct or indirect financial interest in a matter, and make a summary of the record 
available, on request, for inspection. 

(7) Without limiting section 71, the regulations may provide for how the record is to be made available. 

No. 6 

Clause 46, page 29, lines 9 to 13 — To delete the lines. 

No. 7 

Clause 72, page 43, lines 13 to 20 — To delete the lines. 

No. 8 

New Clause 72, page 43, after line 20 — To insert — 

72.  Review of Act 
(1) The Premier must review the operation and effectiveness of this Act, and prepare a report 

based on the review — 

(a) as soon as practicable after the 5th anniversary of the day on which this section 
comes into operation; and 

(b) after that, at intervals of not more than 5 years. 

(2) The obligation under subsection (1) is limited to 3 occasions. 

(3) The Premier must cause each report to be laid before each House of Parliament as soon as 
practicable after the report is prepared, but not later than 12 months after the 5th anniversary 
or the expiry of the period of 5 years (whichever is relevant). 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendment 1 made by the Council be agreed to. 
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Mr W.R. MARMION: I want to let the Premier know that the opposition will be supporting all the amendments, 
but we would be quite happy if, as he introduced each amendment, he roughly explained what the amendment is 
about. We are very happy to support probably all of them. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. This amends clause 10 to require Infrastructure 
Western Australia to publish its annual work plan or business plan, rather than the publication of the program 
being at the discretion of the board. This amendment improves transparency and further expands the list of 
documents that Infrastructure WA or the government are required to make public under this bill. Again, this makes 
Infrastructure WA more transparent than any other infrastructure body in Australia. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendment 2 made by the Council be agreed to. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Could the Premier once again just explain the purpose of this amendment? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: This amendment ensures that Infrastructure WA can remove from the annual work 
program any information it considers to be confidential or otherwise not suitable to be made publicly available 
prior to making the program publicly available. It gives an exemption if any information is particularly 
commercially sensitive. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendment 3 made by the Council be agreed to. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendment 4 made by the Council be agreed to. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: If we could have a brief explanation, because I think this is an important amendment—
which, by the way, we support. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: This seeks to further improve transparency. The amendment strikes a balance between 
transparency and disclosure. Members have called for an approach consistent with that of Infrastructure New South 
Wales; this amendment delivers that and provides consistency with other states, particularly New South Wales, 
which requires financial interests to be made publicly available on request. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendment 5 made by the Council be agreed to. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: This amendment follows on from the previous one. A brief explanation would be useful 
to have in Hansard. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As I said before, this amendment ensures there is disclosure. Infrastructure WA must keep 
a record of each disclosure or determination under this proposed section that relates to a direct or indirect financial 
interest in a matter, and make a summary of the record available on request for inspection. Regulations can be 
made for how that is to be made available. As a comparison, the public disclosure of non-financial interests—for 
example, family members’ non-financial matters—are not required for members of Parliament’s annual returns. 
To reiterate, the operation of the Freedom of Information Act is not altered by the legislation. Applications under 
FOI laws will operate as normal. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: This is important. We strongly support this because it ensures that there is a record of 
disclosure, so there is some transparency around any transaction. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendments 6 and 7 made by the Council be agreed to. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I move — 

That amendment 8 made by the Council be agreed to. 
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Mr W.R. MARMION: This amendment replaces what was deleted by the previous amendments, so just a brief 
explanation on the change to clause 72. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: This ensures that instead of one review at the five-year point, there are three reviews at the 
five, 10 and 15-year points of the operation of the legislation. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
The Council acquainted accordingly. 

House adjourned at 3.38 pm 
__________  
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